Dear Distinguished Delegates,

On behalf of Republic of Turkey and Prime Minister’s Office Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency, I would like to start my statement by expressing our pleasure and honor for addressing such an esteemed group of people in the framework of such a comprehensive and beneficial activity.

Firstly, I would like to give you brief information on the evolution of Disaster and Emergency Management System of Turkey. 

Two devastating earthquakes in the Marmara Region of Turkey in 1999 that affected 20 million people over a total area of 100,000 km2 and caused a total loss of property of US$15 billion became the turning point for the national disaster and emer​gency management system in Turkey.

Prior to these earthquakes, the national disaster and emergency manage​ment system of Turkey had been mainly focused on post-disaster response and recovery, and there were few incentives and comparatively less legislation to encourage disaster risk analysis or risk reduction approaches. 
Following the quakes, the academic community and technical author​ities agreed on the need to review the system and revise the related legislation and administrative structures. As a result, pre-disaster meas​ures began to play a larger role in Government plans.
During this period, a General Directorate (GD) of Emergency Management was established under the auspices of the Prime Minister’s Office, and the urban search and rescue structure was changed with the establishment of Civil Defense Battalions in 11 provinces employing up to 150 staff each. Military Search and Rescue Teams were set up, along with numerous non-governmental search and rescue organizations. Regional centers for relief and emergency operations were organized under the Ministry of the Interior and local authorities were given extended respon​sibilities for disaster mitigation. The Government also founded the Obligatory Earthquake Insurance System, the Construction Inspection Process and the Proficiency in Constructional Professions System.
In addition to these developments, the main change was the establish​ment of the Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD), according to which three core governmental institutions dealing with disaster and emergency management issues (GD of Disaster Affairs under the Ministry of Public Works and Settlement, GD of Civil Defense under the Ministry of Interior and GD of Emergency Management) were merged in December 2009 under a new institution called AFAD, attached to the Prime Minister’s office.

Within the new administrative structure and legislation, AFAD works on disaster risk reduction (DRR) directly with the Planning and Mitigation Department and the Earthquake Department. It also conducts indirect disaster risk mitigation work through its Civil Defense, Response and Recovery Departments.

With the rise of global interest in the concept of DRR, Turkey is well aware of the importance of risk reduction strategies. To this end, the country has adopted the document “Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters” as a key guidance text for national progress in DRR.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Within the framework of DRR, some important projects that will pave the way for long-term actions, such as the “Assessment of Principles of Risk Management Project” and “National Disaster Management Strategy and Action Plan” are, now, in process and they will be finalized in the very near future.

It’s also a pleasure for us to have “National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction” set up and the first meeting of the NPDRR is going to be held in this month. I would like to add some additional information here. The Earthquake Advisory Board has been working such as a national platform since immediately after the Marmara Region earthquakes and it has worked as a guidance office during the transition period of Turkey’s disaster and emergency management system.

Another main national project in which AFAD is taking part is the assessment and evaluation of the Strategy and Action Plan for Urban Development. As members of specific working groups established under the auspices of the Ministry of Public Works and Settlement, AFAD is dealing with the preparation of legislative arrangements by:

• Formulating the regulations related to disaster and emergency management


• Assessing principles for multi-hazard mapping and mitigation plans


• Preparing a handbook on the implementation of plans


• Prioritizing buildings for earthquake risk


• Providing safe transportation routes in case of disasters.

Many very useful and beneficial technical works and studies are being carried out under the coordination of AFAD in Turkey in the field of DRR. I can count Hydrometeorological Forecasting projects, Geographic Information Systems projects and Seismic Risk projects.

Dear Deemed Delegates,
We are also well aware of the vital importance of the education, training and raising awareness activities in fighting against disasters and emergencies. For this purpose, AFAD aims to develop appropriate, beneficial and informative projects for each target group such as public, national and local government officials, decision makers, and non-governmental  organizations in order to make the society as much resilient as possible against disasters and emergencies.
It is another source of pride for us to have close cooperation with international organizations working in DRR issue, our neighbor countries in our region and our brother and friendly countries all across the world.

I would like to finalize my statement by once again expressing our great pleasure for being here together with you and I would like to thank and congratulate the hardworking and successful people who organized this very beneficial, fruitful and comprehensive meeting.
Thank you for your attention.
